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BBSTRACT L <
A study was(tonducted of White, Black, and H:spanxc

Christian schcols, in order to determine and compare ‘their _

expectatlons of the schools. The increase in Christian school __

enrollment during the 1%J0's has been attributed to both white flxght

from~ contemporaneons desegregation mandates and_ dxssatxsfactxon with

the secular humanism philosophy of public schools. The' increasing
minority segment in the 44 evangelical Christian schools in this area
has raised the question* of whether mxnorxty parental expectatxons are
different from whzteagarental expectations. However, the 'interviews

held with a stratifi random sample of 147 parents found all three

“ethnic groups preferred the_ evangelxcq} Christian school because of

its Christ- centered curriculum, with no -apparent significant
difference in the expectatxons of the ethnic _groups. Strong

academics; a disciplined environment, and a carlng staff were aiso
1mportant reasons for enrollment. Since religion was a major factor

in attract1ng parents to the private Christian school, the offering

of alternative education approaches by the pubixc schooi system 1is
not lxkely to bring them back. (DCS) -

;

2 . - B
- -

‘ from. the>or1g1nal,document L
iiiiii\iiiiiiiii *i*********i****iii*********i*****************,,*******
l

7~



L -

z .

§
'

EDR24L36 3

: ) _U.S_OEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION _ S oo s i
s . NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION. “PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS
- N QDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION MATEF"AL IN MICROFICHE ONLY

{ . ) CENTER (ERIC) . Z:BEEN GRANTED BY - y
reproduction quahty

x This documaent_ _has besn wwoduraﬂ as e + "
tecaived trom the person or nruanuahon L a K.& . '
onginating v
;’(m\ln oT view or apinions stated in this d;mu TO THE EDUCATlﬁOﬁNAﬁLﬁRiEiSOURCES

ment do not necessarily reprasent official NIF\ |NFOFiMAT|ON CENTER (ERlC)

" Minor_changes hnvu hoen madu Io unpmvo

hostton or policy

)

PARENTAL EXPECTATIONS oF THE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
: : " John €. Holmes; Ed.D..
. . Superintendent of Schools _
Un1f1ed Christian Schools of Southern Ca11forn1a

¥ Diana Buell Hiatt; Ed.D.
*  Associate Professor. qf Education :
f Pepperdine Un1vers1ty Graduate Schqol of Educatjon and Psycho\ogy
Malibu, California °

|
Y

- )

—— '/‘ -

Paper prese ented at the Annua] Meeting of the Amer1c \Educational Res arch

Assoc1at1on, April 28 - 27, 1984, New Orleany

-

EA 046 7941
.



PARENTAL EXPECTATIONS OF CHRISTIAN SCHOOL =

-

~“yate Christian schools and ascertain if there were any differences between
parental expectations of the. three major ethnie groups attending schools in Los
Angeles County.

— . S

t Perspective
The thrust of desegregation in the Los Angeles area during the 1970's and

the increase in the number of children entering the private Christian schools

suggested to many educators that there was a relationship between the two g

mena: Some have contended that the growthin private Christian schools is
marily due to White flight from desegregation mandates. Those involved in the
expansion of the Christian schools contend that parents are unhappy with secular”

humanism of the public school and are selecting private Christian education for
i a Christ-centered educational program. \
It seems reasonable to assume that, if Christian schools were bastions for _

White flight, private Christian’ schools would contain a &iSﬁFéﬁé?tiéﬁﬁté’humbér;d
Anglo children. However, Christian schools include more than White middle class
families. An ever-increasing segment of the Christian school clientele is the

minority family. : s
P ' - b

-

student population in these schools: 'This change in student population in

5&(;\ gecent years has caused é&ﬁiﬁiétfété?ﬁ and teachers to wonder if these Black and
| Hispanic parents have expectations of the Christian school which are different

§ 7 o

from White families.
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Méthédéiogy’ahd Data éoiiéction

tos Angélés county.u The éééé"he's %i ected a strat1f1ed random samp]e of
;sehoo1s from wh1ch to survey.parents of three major ethnic groups jn.the area..
drie schoo] conta1ned'a predoﬁﬁnant]y Biack-popuiatidﬁ éﬁéthér brédéﬁiﬁéﬁtiy
Wh1te. A third school was predom1nant1y H1span1c, and four were multicultural,

w1th a m1n1mum of 15% of the tota] student popu]at1on from each 6?7thr"e maJpr

'ethn1c groups. ) See Table 1. ' , g o
A .. t ’

“A structired interview_was designed to ascertain parent opinions.
Questions. were derived priﬁérﬁiy‘?raﬁ three major research studies: Kamin and
Er1ckson on pr1vate schoo]s 1n Br1t1sh Co]umb1a, Kelman on Jew1sh schoo]s in Lo;
‘Aﬁgeles; and Edwards; R1chardsoh Franke1 on Montgomery Eounty Schoo]s A few
items -which deait directly with the purpose of this study were addedt_ The
interriew iﬁtiuaéa items on demographic bag&ground;”socioecohomic'status, paren-
tal proc11v1ty toward public and pr1vate schopls, ﬁarehtS; desire for local
contro] as well as quest1ons relating” to parenta] expectat1ons of evangellcal
Christian school. The face va11d1ty of the quest1ons were ascertained by a
~panel of éiﬁért§ who 1nc1uded Prs. R1chard Jones; Stuart Keiménf éhd keﬁneth

/

. Three interviewers were trained by the ‘researcher to adm1€1ster the inter-

Wew schedule: - Each of the interviewers was, from a different ethnic background:

These 1nterv1ewers queried 147 families. ‘These families were a stratified Faé;
dom sampJe selected from the total school popu]at1on. The bébdiétiéﬁ was stra-
t1f1ed based on the ethnicity of the head of the househo]d The ﬁUﬁBer of
families in each strata group was determ1ned based on. the proportion of "the
gppggé;;dn which each ethnic group represented The interviews lasted ajout 30°

minutes.



' TABLE 1
* DESCRIPTION OF SAMPLE POPULATION BY SCHOOL

Vo ~ AND ETHNICITY OF THE HOUSEHOLD .

-

SCHOOL: \ ONE TWO | ' THREE h - FOUR FIVE SIX SEVEN

Minimum_ ?&ré”théﬁ More than More than More than 85% 85%+ 85%
Ethnicity I5% Black - 15% Black 15% Black : - 15% White  Hispanic Biack White
of School- 15% Hispanic 15% White 15% White 15% Hispanic - X

' ‘ 15% Hispanic )

Households'
Ethnicity* .

HISPANIC: 11 2 i - 4 19 0
WHITE .8 9 12 12
BLACK- 2 B 2 0 .-
AS AN 2 0 2 1

(v} (@) (e} (a3
[oy
[} >
. O O W A

OTHER .~ . 1 0 0 0

==

s

__ NOTE™ Hispanic household defined as husband and wife was Hispanic or a single parent was _
Hispanic: White household defined as husband and wife were White or the single parent was White:

Black household defined as husband and wife were Black or single parent was Black:

N



Responses from parent interviews were analyzed by ethnic group using Chi-

squaré for categorical data; ANOVA for ratings; and Spearman rank-order for
ranked data. X ~ #
Findings o

THe tindings trbm this anaiysiﬁ indicate that parents frnm all three ethnic

4

in the curriculum.” There dbes nbt appear to be a significant d1fference in the

expectations of the different ethnic groups.

b

TABLE 2

— '

. Parental Expectations for Education in the

Christian School by Ethnic Group and Overall

White  * Black Hispanic Overall

_Christ o e e -
" centered 76% . 67% - 67% 71% ]

Acaflenic 17% 18% 1% 16%

Other 7% 15%  22% 13%

The above table shows that 71% of the parents selected Christ-centered aca-

demics from seventeen poss1b1e reasons as the pr1mary reason they enroJ]ed their

children in the evange11ca1 Christian schoo] and 16% chose strofg academ1 s as

tﬁeif first reason for enro111ng their children.

, d1sc1p11ned environment; Under nother" the parents identified a car1ng staff as

a primary reason for re-enrollment of children.

r 1
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P?rents were. asked to rate the school where their ch11dren attend on a

[
~

scale from 1 to 9, with 9 be1ng super1or They gave the Chr1st1an school an
8.08 and the local. public school a 4.00. Almost all of the parentsvhad attended

public school, thus had some direct contact with pubiic schools.

2

A1l the parents were considered "thinkers," to use Erickson's term in ‘that

they act1ve1y sought 1nformat1on about the schoo] before enr0111ng’the1r

children. Almost two-thirds teTephoned other schools and a1most 60% v1s1ted

_other schools. The “school each: parent selected tended to be three m11es from s

)

hiome whereas the local public school was hq]f mile from the home.

Ahéiysis of personal famtiy data indicated that these parents had an
average educational attainment of two years of college Beybﬁ&‘hiéh school and
worked at a skilled job. 80% of the families attended church ?Féﬁﬁéﬁny; At
least one of the parents cons1dered h1mse1f to be an evangelical Christian:

The maaor difference in responses among the parents surveyed occurred when

évange11cal households, those 1n which parent stated that he/she was a born-

~

again Christian, were compared With non- -evangelical households. See Table 3.

Evangelical households strongly desired Christ-centered aqai?mICSTWhéFééS

‘non-evangelical ﬁéuééﬁéiaé preferred simply a strong academic program; not

’necessar11y a re11g1on orlented program;

Ana]ys1s of the- ethn1c compos1t1on of each of the 44 evange11ca1 Chr1st1an

schools reflected the ethnic composition of; the surround1ng commun1tyf Th1s

finding indicated that enrollment does not appear to be White flijht from local
public school to neighborhood private school. ] <

EducatlonaT Imp11cat1ons

The parents surveyed chose a Chr1st1an education for their ch11dren baséd
upon their own persena] va]ues. Since most preferred a ghr1st1an education, the

public school could not provide the curriculum in the philosophical frame of
) ] S ’, 7‘ ] N .i, ] o ) S
reference most of these parents desire. The Christian school parent is unique.

)
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. . JTABLE 3
. .- 'é‘_‘d

PERCENT OF EVANGELICAL AND NON- EVANGELICAL PARENT RESPBNSES T0 PRIMARY REASON
T0 PRIMARY REASON FOR ENROLLMENT BF EHItBREN IN THE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

SR N
R - 7 1. :
R < I s oo g ; - )
- Category - Evangelical ' o Non-Evangelical ~
L Christ-centered i o - o
Academics i : - _78.9 38.2
Academic | S B . o 38.9
Disciplined ; _— | ..
~ Environment < 5.5 5.6
Against LocaI | ' : o g ST .
Public school ST 2.8 o 9.1
L - S & o
Social Gontacts 7 3 0.0 v 6.3
: Respons1ve to . R L U
7Fam11y Needs < 3.7 _ 91
) ‘\ L".M ¢ . ' ' : s v
NOTE: .Totals do not'-equal 100% because some responses were missing: ' Mode
. - i
of each category is underllnéd.. B .
(J’ 3 - a
..z
¥ 4
L
q 9
ﬁ »
<
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Nearly six out of ten (57.7%) of the parents from each of the racial and ethnic
groups sought out the Christian school for one distinct purpose: to ﬁéﬁé7iﬁéif

e b . L oy ¥ R 777777;77 . » M - € - - -— c .- R T R R o P -
children in a Christ-centered academic envi®pnment: Since religion was. such a

majqr factor in enroliment, the magrity of parents would probably not be pulled

back into the public school. system through the offering of alternative
approaches. Although alternatives schools are proposgd in various parts of the

tountry, these schools Wédi&uﬁffiééf only-a small portion of the parents who now
,V,, oo ,,,,. L ,,,B I ,,,,,,,., [ ',,,,,,, L
enroll their children in the private Christian school. These parents; who in

? . ,
their past attended public schools; now are enrolling their offspring in
Christian schools for religious rather than-racial reasons. - \ //
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NOTE: Entire study What Parents Expect pf Christian School is available'ip . -
Y 7 - :
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paperback from JOHO Publications; Bos 4444; Santa Fe Springs; CA  90670...
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